A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
the vast number of criminals presented; at their head tos
Jeffreys. They first sat at Winchester, where the old widow of
one of Cromwell's regicides was condemned by the jury on
overwhelming evidence of trying to hide notorious rebels*
but James commuted her sentence from burning, the legal
punishment, to beheading. The judges proceeded through the
West as far as Exeter and back to Wells. Of the many thousand
presented most were acquitted, pardoned, or received a sentence
of flogging or short imprisonment. Between noo and 1200
were more severely dealt with, principally as being guilty of
rebellion in arms. Of these only just over a quarter suffered the
full penalty;x the remaining three-quarters were given sentences
of ten years' transportation to labour in the plantations.
The Attempt at Religious Toleration. With the end of
the summer the rebellions had been crushed and punished, and
the adjourned Parliament met again in November.
It was the prime object of James II to obtain, with its aid, an
England in which the various forces of the nation should com-
bine in support of the Government and a general tranquillity
under a popular monarchy.
Against this object stood the following forces:
 (1)	The first force, much the strongest, was the wealthier
class as a whole, including the great merchants, especially those
of London.
 (2)	Supporting this against a Catholic King was the anti-
Catholic feeling of the nation.   This feeling had grown steadily
in the eighty years since the Gunpowder Plot; much the larger
part of England in number was by this time Protestant in Sfe
and anti-Catholic in policy.   A large minority or perhaps nearly
half was strongly anti-Catholic, and in London the proportion
was much higher.   A lesser minority—but still a large one—-
perhaps a third—would extirpate the Catholic religion by what-
ever means and wherever it was found, but especially in England.
Only a small minority, from a seventh to an eighth perhaps,
was actively Catholic •, but it varied very much with persecution,
and the Catholics who would make sacrifices to maintain their
religion and hand it on to their children were perhaps not ooe
in ten of the whole people.    More than a fifth might be
Catholic-minded  more or less—counting in those of vague
1 The number would seem to be 331 ; and we have an index in the ease
of Dorchester—292 condemned to death, only 74 actually executed.
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